Tuesday 24th November at 7.30 pm

Seán Ó Casey (1880-1964)

Sean O’Casey was born into a poor Protestant working-class family. He embraced socialism and republicanism, but he was a natural rebel and found the constraints of political ideology hard to accept. His three classic plays, The Plough and the Stars, Juno and the Paycock, and The Shadow of a Gunman, take an unflinching view of Irish republicanism and what he regarded as the betrayal of Connolly’s ideals. Pat Murphy will look at the extraordinary life and work of one of Ireland’s greatest playwrights.

Tuesday 1st December at 7.30 pm.

Noel Browne: Radical Reformer (1915-1997)

Noel Browne was a doctor, politician and lifelong dissenter against the conservative consensus that condemned many in post-Treaty Ireland to emigration or poverty. As Minister for Health in the 1948 coalition government his radical policies brought about a revolution in the treatment of tuberculosis. However, he came to grief when his Mother and Child scheme, designed to extend free health care to pregnant women and children under the age of 16, was defeated by a coalition of the Catholic Church and vested interests in the medical profession. Tonight Jonathan Moore of London Metropolitan University will look at this lifelong rebel, and the nature of Irish society in the 1950s which led to his downfall.
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Ireland’s long history of resistance to a more powerful neighbour has produced many rebels driven to revolt by intolerable conditions. In every society however, there are also natural born rebels, and in this short course, which builds on last year’s popular Introduction to Modern Irish History, we look at individuals who not only rebelled against political oppression but also dissented against prevailing ideology, and the expectations and constraints which the society of the day placed upon them.
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Tuesday 3rd November 7.30 pm

Fiach McHugh O’Byrne: Wicklow Firebrand (1544-1597)

The two Ulster leaders, Hugh O’Neill and Red Hugh O’Donnell, have dominated the history of the great Irish rebellion against the English government of Queen Elizabeth 1. Yet in Leinster the most potent threat to English power came from the Wicklow chieftain Fiach McHugh O’Byrne, described by the historian David Edwards as ‘Public Enemy Number One of the Elizabethan regime’. Deirdre O’Byrne of Nottingham Irish Studies Group / Loughborough University will look at the extraordinary life of one of the most important, but little known rebels against the Tudor conquest of Ireland.
‘Follow Me Up to Carlow’!
www.nottinghamisg.org.uk
Tuesday 27th October 7.30 pm
Grace O’Malley - The Pirate Queen (c. 1530-c. 1603)
Grace O’Malley, or Granuaille as she was known, lived in a time of great turbulence in opposition to a ruthless Tudor monarchy determined to put an end to an ancient Gaelic civilisation. Pirate and political rebel, her lifespan mirrored that of her great enemy Queen Elizabeth 1 whom she finally met in London towards the end of her life to plead her case for a just settlement. Pat Murphy from the Nottingham Irish Studies Group traces the life of this extraordinary woman who challenged not only the military and political might of Queen Elizabeth, but also the values and expectations of her own society.

Tuesday 10th November 7.30 pm.

Feargus O’Connor: Chartist Champion (1794-1855)
Feargus O’Connor was one of nature’s rebels. Born in Cork and said to be directly descended from a High King of Ireland, O’Connor, a Protestant landlord, was elected MP for Cork, where he campaigned against the political and economic oppression of the Catholic peasantry. He then took up the cause of the English working class as a leader of the Chartist movement and was the first and only Chartist to be elected when he was returned as MP for Nottingham in 1847. Pat Murphy will look at the life of this charismatic but divisive and controversial figure who has been blamed – unjustly some would say - for the defeat of Chartism and the demise of radical politics in England in the nineteenth century.

Tuesday 17th November at 7.30 pm

Oscar Wilde: Socialist Satirist (1854-1900)
Oscar Wilde’s Irishness is often ignored, yet his Irish upbringing and Ireland’s history informed his views and writing. His parents were republicans and throughout his life his politics were inspired by the struggle of the weak against the strong summed up in his famous dictum: “A map that does not have Utopia in it is not worth glancing at”. His primary political text The Soul of Man under Socialism remains a classic argument against oppression of both right and left. Tonight Ross Bradshaw will look at the life, politics and writing of this most enduring of Irish writers. 
info@nottinghamisg.org.uk
